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OrIGINAL DEPARTMENT. 


Communications. 


OBSERVATIONS ON THE NATURE AND 
TREATMENT OF DISEASES OF THE EYE 
IN CEREBRO-SPINAL MENINGITIS, 

By Laurence Turnsutt, M.D., 
Of Philadelphia. 


Having had sent to me a number of cases 
of blindness, the result of this formidable dis- 
order, for my opinion and treatment when 
too late, I have endeavored to give the sub- 
ject my careful attention, as well as consult 
the results obtained by others, more especial- 
ly those abroad, and have given them in this 
paper, in hope that the eyes of a few may be 
saved by timely and proper treatment, for I 
find that unless properly treated in the early 
state, no after treatment is of much avail. 

The following history of the first case was 
received from her physician, who sent her to 
me at the Howard Hospital on May 21st, 
1867. 

“Tda I., aged two years and five months, 
the little girl about whose sight you are con- 
sulted, has had ‘cerebro-spinal meningitis,’ or 
what is called ‘spotted fever.’ I was first 
called to see her nine weeks ago last Thursday, 
and found her in convulsions, shortly after 
which I noticed the spots upon the breast and 
upper part of the body. They gradually ex- 
tended to the extremities, and entirely dis- 
appeared in a few days. The cerebral and 
febrile symptoms did not disappear with the 
spots, but continued, being sometimes better 
and sometimes worse, until the fourth week, 
when gradual recovery commenced, excepting 
the sense of sight, which has not improved. 
During the greater part of the time, there 
was evidence of congestion (passive) of brain 





and upper part of spinal marrow, for which I 
applied blisters to back of neck, temples, ete. 
I have neither time nor space to write the 
whole management of the case, but it gener- 
ally required supporting treatment, whilst 
counter-irritants of the strongest kind were 
used to the surface of the body and extremi- 
ties, sometimes the febrile symptoms were so 
prominent as to require special notice.” 

It will be noticed that no special attention was 
given to theeyes. If anything was done, it is 
not stated, and I desired special information. 

Objective examination: Bright child, able | 
to talk; peculiar staring expression, pulse 
natural. 

Subjective examination: No action of light 
on the eyes, cornea clear, iris natural, no unu- 
sual dilatation of pupil. 

Ophthalmoscopic examination. On throwing 
the light of a kerosene lamp into the eyes by 
the small mirror, there was seen a white re- 
flection from a mass of lymph, while the- iris 
appeared rugged and uneven. On testing by 
the catoptric examination, there was only one 
image seen, and that from the reflection of the 
cornea. The iris remained fixed under the 
full rays of light from the lamp. There was 
no doubt in this case that there had been 
acute and rapid choroiditis, with effusion as a 
consequence of this. The capsule of the 
orystalline lens had become opaque and the 
pupil blocked up with exudation of lymph. 
It will be readily understood how blindness 
must almost inevitably ensue, if the proper 
measures are not adopted. 

May 9th. At the solicitation of the mother, 
the child was placed under an alterative 
treatment with solution of atropia, but no 
hopes were given of any improvement in its 
condition, for ‘we had no doubt that had we 
been able to see the. retina, there would have 
been found lymph or effusion of serum sepa- 
rating it, as in another case which we exam- 
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ined, where the whole tissue of the eye was 
softened and swollen. 

Conjunctivitis has been frequently observed, 
and is recorded as of cunstant occurrence in 
some epidemics abroad. The cornea is stated 
to have been often the seat of inflammation, 
but in none of the cases which I have seen 
has this been a prominent symptom. The 
pupil may remain, asin my first case, quite 
normal, or in others very much contracted, 
dilated or oval. The anterior chamber is 
sometimes found partially or wholly occupied 
by lymph, pus, or serum. 

In all ceses of “post-febrile ophthalmia,” 
examined by me, the retina only is inflamed, 
and this is the most important time to test the 
patient’s vision, as there is little or no pain. 

The irritation and injection speedily spread 
to the short and long ciliaris, to the vessels of 
the ciliary process, and to the sclerotic net 
. work; and in proportion as these vessels 
become inflamed, so the iris, the lining mem- 
brane of the cornea, the crystalline capsule, 
ard the hyaloid, show signs of being implica- 
ted in the disease. 

Case 2d. The particulars of this case were 
taken from the notes of a distinguished physi- 
cian and physiologist, and will show the great 
importance of attention to the first symptoms 
of blindness or impaired vision. 

I. E. P., aged five years, considered healthy, 
good color, and fat, but not robust, was attacked 
with fever, in October 1866, and required 
three weeks constant attendance before con- 
valescence. Had inflammation of the left 
eye, which the physician treated with mild 
applications, and after a certain time it subsi- 
ded. The Doctor did not at that time exam- 
ine the iris or pupil, nor notice that it was con- 
tracted. The child recovered slowly. The 
parents were not aware that the child was 
blind in that eye, until they tried him by 
placing before his left eye a favorite bird 
which had died, and he took no notice of it, 
but when it was placed before his right eye, 
he gave a cry of distress; this was in Janu- 
ary, 1867, when they sent for their physi- 
cian, who found him deaf, and blind of the 
left eye; he placed him upon the use of 
iodide of potassium, with solution of atropia 
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with careful exercise ‘and nourishing diet; 
this they continued to use until April, when 
I was sent to see the case in consultation, 
and received the above statement from the 
physician. 

Objective examination: Walk of boy irreg- 
ular, as if the spine was weak, active move- 
ment of good eye; left eye, cornea hazy, pupil 
very much contracted, with posterior synechia 
to be seen, looking like a fa'se cataract. 

Subjective examination, with ophthalmoscope 
mirror: Color of iris changed, with adhesion 
between the edge of the pupil and capsule of 
the lens, when the eye was fully dilated by a 
strong solution of atropia, nothing was seen 
but a mass of grayish lymph filling up the 
posterior chamber, and preventing the mirror 
from rendering anything else visible. 

Objective examination of the ear: So deaf as 
not to hear the human voice, but can hear a 
sudden concussion of air, if the hands are 
struck together, or a whistle. 

Subjective examination of the Ear: Con- 
tracted meatus, opaque membrana tympani, no 
perforation, but little cerumen ; cannot hear my 
watch over the mastoid process. Continued 
treatment of pro-iodide mercury, atropia, coun- 
ter irritants, and quinine, for several months. 
General health much improved, and some im- 
provement in the hearing, but none in the 
vision. 

Three out of five cases of diseases of the 
eyes following “‘cerebro-spinal meningitis,” 
reported by Mr. WILson,* resulted as follows, 
when both eyes were affected: In No. 1. “with 
the left eye the boy reads small type, whereas 
with the right he can only see larger objects. 

No. 2. Right eye only affected in this case; 
not treated by Mr. WILSON, and right eye is 
quite blind. 

No. 3. Right eye attacked; not treated by 
Mr. WILson; globe collapsed about a month 
after the eye was first attacked. 

Nos 4 and 5. They both recovered; and he 
states as a remarkable feature in all these 
cases, that the right eye was the one affected. 
This is also my own experience, that one eye 
only is affected in the majority of cases, and 





*Dublin Quarterly Journal, No. LXXXVL May, 
1867. Page 302. 
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that is the one which has been exposed either 
to cold or light during the fever. Mr. Wi1L- 
sON states that the disease most frequently met 
with, and most fatal to vision in the epidemic 
in Dublin, was acute and rapid choroiditis, 
with effusion, and he is inclined to attribute 
that condition to metastasis, similar to what 
he had seen in puerperal fever, and other 
hygienic affections, where not only the eye, 
but the joints and other localities were the 
seat of inflammation. The only local remedy 
that he found of service, was the sulphate of 
atropia in solution, which should be employed 
twice or three times a day. As far as the 
general treatment is concerned, it should be 
similar, or subservient to that adopted for the 
original malady. 

Opium hos been found highly efficacious in 
some of the continental epidemics, and he has 
seen it produce the most beneficial results. 

The treatment of “ophthalmia post febrile” 
is local depletion, calomel, with opium. Dila- 
tation of the pupil, with belladonna or atropia, 
blisters to the temples and behind the ears, 
mild purgatives, regulating the diet with care, 
aud careful protection from cold. 

The recovery is always tedious, in the ma- 
jority of cases, requiring the care of the physi- 
cian for two months. 

esse 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO TOXICOLOGY. 
By P. H. Vanper Weyoe, M.D., 


Late Professor of Chemistry and Toxicology in the New 
York Medical College. 


(Continued from p. 117 of this volume.) 





No, 14. Sulphuric Acid, 

The antidotes against this powerful acid 
are, (as for all other acids,) any of the alka. 
lies; this is, of course, universally known. I 
suggest, however, the facts, that in case we 
give an alkali, which forms with the sulphuric 
acid an insoluble sulphate, like lime or chalk, 
we fill the stomach with a large quantity of a 
very indigestible substance, plaster of Paris, 
and when we administer magnesia or carbon- 
ate of soda, we form the strong cathartic solu- 
tions of Epsom salts or Glauber salts; there- 
fore I recommend an emulsion of soap-suds, 
milk of lime, and magnesia, with a solution 
of carbonate of soda; we form then only 
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partly an indigestible compound, which the 
cathartic will assist in removing from the 
system by the natural channel. Of course, a 
dilution with water and use of the stomach- 
pump ought to be added to this treatment. 
No. 15. External Injuries by Sulphuric Acid, 

William A., aged 19 years, an assistant 
in my laboratory, had the imprudence to carry 
a bottle of sulphuric acid home in his panta- 
loons pocket; it broke when nearly reaching 
his house, where he applied a solution of 
caustic potassa in order to neutralize the 
acid. This remedy, of course, made matters 
worse; it did execution in many places where 
the acid had not touched the parts. It was not 
until three weeks after the injuries that I ob- 
tained knowledge of the facts, and found the 
patient in great suffering, weak, unable to 
move, the extensive wounds suppurating, and 
no healthy inflammatory action going on. Ex- 
ternally, a free application of nitrate of silver 
to the whole surface of the injured parts, and 
internally, good tonic treatment, restored him 
in five or six weeks to perfect health. 

I have found that cold water, aprlied in large 
quantity, is the best remedy against external 
injuries by sulphuric acid; when soon enough 
applied, it makes the acid entirely harmless. 
I once, after having prepared a galvanic bat- 
tery for an evening lecture, washed my hands 
in a porcelain basin which I supposed to con- 
tain water; the peculiar smoothness of the 
skin, perceived when rubbing the hands to- 
gether, attracted my attention, and then I 
perceived that I was washing them in strong 
sulphuric acid; quickly I plunged them 
in the water tank, kept them under the 
hydrant, and not the least trace of injury 
manifested itself. Keeping the water tank 
filled in the laboratory any time that practical 
operations are going on, or keeping cold water 
on hand in any locality where the least possi- 
bility exists that it may be wanted, cannot be 
too highly recommended. When water is 
wanted, its want is usually urgent, and no sub- 
stitute can take the place of this most useful 
compound. : 

No. 16. Potassa Compounds, 
Some German journals expressed lately 
the opinion that potassa compounds ‘are per- 
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nicious to the human system, and even poi- 
sonous when compared with those of soda. 
Without going so far as to call them decidedly 
poisonous, it strikes us, that when we compare 
this opinion with medical experience in gen- 
eral, and with our own experience in particu 
lar, we find that there is at least so far a 
foundation for it, that the soda compounds, in 
most cases, are to be preferred. 

It is well known that su/phate of potassa 
has acted sometimes as a poison. (See Amer. 
Jour. Med. Sci., N. 8. vii., 88.) I believe it 
is now principally used in veterinary medi- 
cine, and also in very small doses in such pre- 
parations as Dover’s powder, to promote the 
thorough trituration of soft pasty marses by 
its natural hardness and grittiness. Every 
physician prefers the su/phate of soda as a 
more gentle, certain, and uniformly acting 
cathartic. 

Nitrate of potassa was abandoned by me 
for nitrate of soda, which I found preferable 
in all cases; for instance, in a cough mixture 
I prescribed and found it very useful in a great 
variety of cases, consisting of nitras potasse, 
ext. liquorice, and a few drops of tinct. opii and 
tinct. sanguinaria, (of course, dissolved in 
water in relative quantities adapted to the 
symptoms and constitution of the patient.) I 
substituted the nitras sodx for that of po- 
tassz, with decided beneficial results. 

Iodide of potassium, the specific for that 
kind of periodical rheumatism which is the 
result of secondary or tertiary syphilis, pro- 
duces, when taken a long time, red eruptions 
on the skin. Jodide of sodium is free from 
this objection, 

Befere the art was discovered to make soda 
from common salt, potash compounds were 
more abundant and cheaper than those of soda, 
and a bicarbonate of potash was sold under 
the name of saleratus. Qur present salt of 
that name is, however, bicarbonate of soda, 
and acknowledged to be much healthier for 
baking and other purposes, than the bicarbon- 
ate of potassa, 

When chloride of potassium is substituted 
for chloride of sodium, or-common salt, in our 
_ domestic economy, eruptions of the skin 





appear, ‘which probably are nothing but, 
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an indication of an effort of nature to 
expel the potassa, which is not essential 
to the economy, nor to the digestive pro- 
cers, as modern physiology has proved that 
the soda is. The last substance is always 
contained in most of the glandular secretions, 
even when we abstain from the use of any of 
its compounds; in this case it is re absorbed 
in certain parts of the digestive apparatus, 
and the same soda, in combinatior, used over 
and over again in the successive digestive ope- 
rations. 

If space did not forbid, I could mention 
many other particulars why soda compounds 
are, in general, to be preferred above similar 
compounds of potassa. 

—_—_—_~—— 
HOSPITALS. 

BRITISH, FRENCH, AND AMERICAN: 
To which is appended a Glance at the British 

Islands, France and America, Ethnological, 

Climatic, and General, etc., etc. 


By Epwin R. Maxson, M.D, 


Author of Practice of Medicine, etc. 
Of Philadelphia. 


[Continued from p. 193.) 


Lonvon Hospita.s. 

The hospitals of London, of which I shall 
give a passing notice, are Guy’s, King’s College 
Hospital, University College Hospital, West- 
minster, Bartholomew’s, the National Hospi- 
tals for Epileptics and Paralytics, the Chil- 
dren’s Hospital, and, finally, the London Hos- 
pital; and in the order in which I have named 
them. 

And, first, 

Guy's Hospital. 

This extensive, and deservedly reputable 
hospital, occupies a low situation, on the 
south side of the Thames, between Black- 
friar’s and London Bridges, not far from the 
river. And, while its site is low, and its 
surroundings crowded, Guy’s hospital has 
many advantages; among which I may mea- 
tion its substantial structure, good arrange- 
ment, excellent museum, attentive nurses, 
gentlemanly residents, and very able corps of 
visiting physicians and surgeons, 

This hospital has a general yariety of dis- 
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ease, medical and surgical; as well as an ex- 
tensive class of skin diseases under the very 
judicious care of Dr. Faaa. Typhus fever 
appeared to predominate; though scrofulous, 
tuberculous, neuralgic, and a vast variety of 
chronic affections are on hand; as well as 
many passive inflammatory diseases, of a less 
chronic character. And I noticed among 
others, cases of albuminuria, exophthalmia, 
etc. Dr. Moxon, a gentleman of deservedly 
high standing there, showed me a case of 
popliteal aneurism, cured by pressure upon 
the femoral artery, kept up for twenty-four 
hours, by the fingers of students, taking turns. 
The clot was perfect, and the tumor without 
pulsation, leaving no doubt as to the result. 

The surgical treatment at Guy’s is decidedly 
conservative and judicious; Drs. Cock and 
Forster operating with dexterity and appa- 
rent care; chloroform being administered by 
the large oil-silk or gutta-percha bag, contain- 
ing the anzesthetic, with a due amount of air; 
the invention of Dr. CLover, of London. 
But while I liked the surgery, I was not par- 
ticularly pleased with the mode of adminis- 
tering the chloroform, preferring, from all I 
could discover, the folded napkin to this ap- 
paratus, as being decidedly more convenient, 
and less formidable in appearance, 


Patients here are well nourished, as in 
Scotland; milk, with broths, egg, toast, eto., 
being freely allowed; and the medical treat- 
ment, though very conservative, is generally 
judicious. I could not help thinking, how- 
ever, that quinine or extract of bark, with the 
nourishment, might arrest, or very much cut 
short the numerous cases of typhus, and even 
the few of typhoid fever; and, also, that more 
local bleeding, or counter-irritation, with the 
nourishment, and in some cases the quinine, 
in the pneumonia and pleuritis, as it occurs 
there, might, in many cases, hasten the reso- 
lution of pneumonia, and lessen the frequency 
of pleuritic effusion in pleurisy. Of this, 
however, I cannot be certain. I am quite. 
certain, however, that I should modify the 
treatment in that direction, were the cases 
under my care, and compare the results. 

Drs. Moxon, Eastes, Faaa, Forster, 
Cock, and others there, treated me with great 
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politeness; in fact, with a degree of cordi- 
ality I had hardly expected in a large London 
Hospital. This, however, was my first, but 
not the last happy disappointment of this 
character, while visiting the London hospitals. 
Carbolic acid was being introduced into Guy’s, 
after the manner of Professor ListEr, of Glas- 
gow, and with apparent good results. 
King’s College Hospital. 

This hospital, though not large, is well lo- 
cated, being on the North aide of the Thames, 
upon an elevation of ground, opposite King’s 
College, close by the strand, and about half 
way from St. Paul’s Cathedral to the Houses 
of Parliament. The building, though by no 
means magnificent, is still very convenient, 
and well arranged; commanding some of the 
best. medical and surgical talent in London; 
among whom I may mention Drs. Ferauson, 
JOHNSON, etc. The residents, Drs. Smiru, 
Topp, and others, gave me every attention, as 
did Professors JOHNSON and Frerauson, the 
latter having the general supervision of the 
surgical wards, as appeared, and JouNnson of 
the medical. Professor JoHNson is doing 
much with the laryngoscope; and I noticed, 
that in his instructions to his numerous class, 
he advised them particularly, and as I thought 
very judiciously, when about to use the Jaryn- 
goscope, to be sure and keep the patient very 
quiet, to have the breathing continued natu- 
rally; and to be sure and have a good light in 
a darkened room; important precautions, too 
often overlooked, and of course rendering the 
observation more or less imperfect. Dr. 
JoHNSON is Professor of Praetice of Medicine 
in King’s College, I believe. 

The only criticism I could offer in relation 
to the treatment of the numerous cases in 
King’s College Hospital, is their failure to 
use, as it appeared to me, sufficient local de- 
pletion or counter-irritation, in local inflamma- 
tory affections; and especially in pleuritis, 
even though general tonics with good nourish- 
ment might be required, as is doubtless very 
generally the case. I was led to this reflec- 
tion, in my own mind, in consequence of the 
great frequency of pleuritic effusion, of a very 
troublesome character, following pleurisy in 
their cases; little more than a leech or two 
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being applied, in many cases, as appeared; 
which I should think could do little or noth- 
ing towards subduing the inflammation, and 
thereby preventing effusion. It is’ possible, 
however, that my remedies for local depletion 
or counter-irritation, might utterly fail in 
their cases, of averting these very unpleasant 
results. I would try them however; increas- 
ing, if necessary, as a consequence, with the 
nourishment, the stimulants and tonics. 

King’s College Hospital, however, is an ex- 
cellent one ; its resident and visiting physicians 
and surgeons being second to none, in my 
opinion. The hospital, too, has a long list of 
illustrious names, that have been an honor to 
our profession throughout the world. 


University College Hospital. 

This excellent hospital, in connection with 
the University of London, is very pleasantly 
situated on a rise of ground, North of the 
Thames, and about a mile North-westerly from 
the Houses of Parliament. It is an airy, 
cleanly, and well arranged and conducted hos- 
pital; having, as appeared to me, a better 
class of patients than most of the London 
hospitals. Dr. Fox, to whom [I had a letter 
from Professor BENNETT, treated me very po- 
litely, and I was very well pleased with the 
treatment pursued in the medical and surgi- 
cal cases; and especially so, to find the method 
of my friend, Dr. Swinpurne, of New York, 
for treating fractures of the thigh, in use 
there, and highly approved. As, however, 
my observations here were somewhat limited, 
on account of time, I will not attempt to par- 
ticularize. I saw enough of it, however, to 
satisfy me that it is a first class hospital, and 
admirably conducted, by able, efficient, and 
first class physicians and surgeons, gentlemen 
in every sense of the word. Dr. Squarery 
deserves honorable mention, in connection 
with this hospital. He treated me, as did also 
Dr. Fox, with the greatest politeness and 
kindness. 


Westminster Hospital. 
Westminster Hospital is the oldest in Lon- 
don, I believe, being situated at West End, 
near the Houses of Parliament, and but a 
short distance from Westminster Bridge; and 
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though well built and arranged, it is not very 
capacious, accommodating, I should think, 
from one to two hundred patients. Many out 
patients are, also, prescribed for there, as I 
noticed. 

Though the situation of this hospital is 
not very elevated, the surroundings “are good, 
and the usual variety of cases, medical and 
surgical, were, as appeared to me, above the 
average, in the London Hospitals. Its walls 
are colored a siv blue; an experiment for re- 
lieving the eyes of the patients, as they lie 
facing them; and I was assured that the re- 
lief was very considerable, as one might 
readily suppose. 

Among the physicians and surgeons I met 
in this hospital, were Sir DuNcAN Grsp, 
Ravcuirr, Houttsouse, ANSTIE£, and Buz- 
ZARD, besides residents; all of whom treated 
me with great politeness and even kindness, 
Dr. Rapewirr taking me in his carriage from 
the hospital, to show me West End, the 
palace, parks, residences, etc.; and kindly 
offering to do anything he could for me while 
in London. 

Sir Duncan Gres is doing a good work 
with the laryngoscope. And I was pleased 
to find the treatment of inflammatory affec- 
tions more in accordance with my own views, 
than in most of the other hospitals; and, as 
appeared to me, with better results. In fact, 
some of the able physicians in this hospital, 
concurred with me, in the opinion that they 
were, very likely, too much on the extreme 
in trusting so exclusively to nature, for the 
cure of disease; and, especially, in certain in- 
flammatory affections. I suggested to them 
leptandrin, as a laxative, cholagogue, and 
alterative, as I had in the Royal Infirmary of 
Glasgow, in neither of which had it been in 
use. And,I may say, that Drs. Le1sHMAN 
of Glasgow, and Buzzarp, of London, were 
both, apparently, very anxious to become 
acquainted with its therapeutic virtues, the 
former administering some, which I gave him, 
with apparent good effect, while I was there. 

I must say, in conclusion, that my recollec- 
tions of the physicians and surgeons of West- 
minster Hospital are of a very pleasant char- 
acter. And I regard the treatment of its 
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cases, medical and surgical, as inferior to none 
in London. 


St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 


Bartholomew’s Hospital is very pleasantly 
situated on a rise of ground North of the 
Thames, between Blackfriar’s and London 
Bridges, and near St. Paul’s Cathedral; thus 
making it nearly opposite Guy’s on the South 
side, as we have seen. 

Bartholomew’s, though its surroundings 
are crowded, is a splendid building, and well 
arranged; being, also, the largest as I believe, 
and best endowed hospital in London. Many 
out patients, I noticed, were prescribed for 
here. The class of cases in Bartholomew’s 
appeared as good as an average in London; 
and the variety, of course, as great or greater. 
Dr. URE, a resident, was very free to admit 
the superiority of the “American method” of 
treating fractures of the thigh, which they 
have adopted, most of their cases being treat 
ed by Dr. SwrnsuRNz’s method of pully and 
weight; but some, or one at least, by Dr. 
NATHAN Smitu’s, as I noticed, with which 
he also appeared quite well pleased. 

Dr. Farr, one of the principal among the 
visiting physicians, and well deserving all the 
reputation he enjoys, at home and abroad, was 
very kind to show me the medical cases of 
interest; and I could find no fault with his 
prescriptions. All his treatment appeared 


based upon sound common-sense principles.’ 


For lead poisoning he used iodide of potas- 
sium; and, when attended with paralysis, 
followed with strychnia; and, as appeared, 
with very good success, as might be expec- 
ted. In epilepsy, the Dr., in addition to such 
other treatment as may be indicated, keeps 
the back of the head wet with cool water, for 
the purpose of contracting the blood-vessels of 
the cerebellum, as he informed me. He uses, 
also, the same application in delirium tremens, 
and for a similar purpose. And I must say, 
in conclusion, taking everything into account, 
that Bartholomew's is the best hospital in 
London, if not in the British Islands. 


National Hospital for Epileptics and Paralytics. 
I visited this hospital, situated between 
Bartholomew's and Westminster Hospitals, 
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though considerably to the north, by special 
invitation of Dr. Rapoxirr of the Westmins- 
ter, who, with Dr. RAMSKILL, of the London 
Hospital, may be regarded as having the 
principal supervision. It is well situated and 
arranged for the class of cases that it con- 
tains; its surroundings being also good, in a 
part of Queen’s Square. 

Epileptics are treated here on general com- 
mon-sense principles, the general and local 
derangements being corrected as far as possi- 
ble; and then the bromide of potassium, in 
fifteen or twenty-grain doses, three times a 
day, is perhaps more frequently resorted to 
than any other remedy, and as appeared, with 
a measure of success. I would prefer, how- 
ever, the bromide of ammonium of the two, 
from what I know of their effects. 

Paralytics are also treated in this hospital 
on general principles, the patients being re- 
quired to take such exercise as may tend to 
bring volition to bear upon the paralyzed 
muscles; or in case of inability, to have it 
done by the nurse; the patient, of course, 
doing all that is possible to assist; thus ac- 
complishing, as I have done, very much in the 
recovery of partially, or even totally paralyzed 
limbs. Electricity is also brought to bear in 
many cases, with more or less success. I will 
only say in conclusion, that chorea, which is 
also admitted here, appears to be very gene- 
rally treated with ood-liver oil, which is doubt- 
less an excellent remedy in their hospital 
cases. I would have added, however, in many 
of the cases, the blood tonic, carbonate of iron, 
the nerve tonic, oxide of zinc, with, in some 
cases, the gastric or intestinal tonic, rhubarb, 
combined, of each equal parts, in moderate 
doses, three times a day. 

Children’s Hospital. 

The Children’s Hospital, near Queen’s 
Square, and not far from the National, has 
seventy-five beds, all for children; and they 
are well filled. The resident, Dr. WILLIAMs, 
a perfect gentleman, was at great pains to 
show me the cases, many of which were 
of interest. It was here that I had the 
best opportunity of examining the imperfec- 
tion of the incisor teeth of children heredita- 
rily syphilitic. The incisors in such cases 
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being often not only very imperfectly devel- 
oped, but also generally at a little distance 
apart. 

The cases are well treated in the Child- 
ren’s Hospital, and perhaps more nearly in 
accordance with my own views, than in any 
other I visited in London. What pleased 
me most here, however, was to see the little 
ones, with a board across their cribs for a 
table, and a cup of milk, with such other 
nourishing food, as each might require. All, 
however, had the mi/k. And the way they 
appeared to relish it, should satisfy any one 
that it was clearly indicated. In fact, my 
mind still loves to linger on that scene. But 
I must proceed to consider the last I shall 
mention here of the hospitals of London. 


The London Hospital. 


The London Hospital, very well situated on 
the north side of the Thames, to the north- 
east of the Tower of London, north of the 
London Docks, and about three miles easterly 
from St. Paul’s Ca*hedral, is one of the best 
in London, having about four hundred beds. 
Many out-patients are also prescribed for, in- 
cluding diseases of the eye and skin, the lat- 
ter by Dr. LAWRENCB, and, as appeared to 
me, very judiciously; the ophthalmoscope 
being used as a means of diagnosis in the 
ophthalmic cases, and with a degree of accu- 
racy I haveseldom noticed anywhere. Oxide 
of zinc, I noticed, was often used locally in 
various cutaneous eruptions of a vesicular 
character, by Dr. LAWRENCE, and apparently 
with good effect, as I have often used and 
seen it used in this country. 

The milk nourishment is used to the full 
extent in this hospital; and all the residents, 
who treated me with the greatest politeness, 
as well as Dr. RAMSKILL, visiting physician, 
assured me that they were well satisfied with 
its effects. Other varieties of nourishment 
are, of course, added; however, in many, and 
perhaps most of the cases, as indicated, very 
much in accordance with my own notions 
on the subject, as already freely expressed. 

Dr. RAMSKILL, who is doubtless one of' the 
very best physicians in London, being, as I 
have already stated, one of the physicians to 
the National Hospital for Epileptios and Par- 
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alytics, showed me a very interesting case of 


abdominal hyperemia, apparently involving 
all the abdominal viscera and structures— 
such a case as I do not remember to have 
seen before. This case, with two cases of 
loose kidney that I saw and examined in 
Edinburgh, one with Sir James Simpson, 
and the other in the Royal Infirmary, I re- 
garded as new to me, and they must be, I 
think, quite rare. 

I saw at the London Hospital also, one of 
the worst cases of chorea, the patient being a 
man, that I never met with, and as Dr. Rams- 
KILL very politely asked me what to do for 
him, I prescribed a mixture of equal parts 
of carbonate of iron, oxide of zine, and rhu- 
barb; to commence with six grains three 
times a day, and gradually increase; morphia, 
which he had been taking, I believe, on his 
own responsibility, and all other remedies, 
except cold to the back of the head and neck, 
to be discontinued; the latter being, as I be- 
lieve, Dr. RAMSKILL’s prescription, that would 
not interfere with my remedies. Twenty days 
after, on my return from Paris, I was surprised 
and highly gratified to find the patient won- 
derfully improved, so as to be up, rolling ban- 
dages with a machine; whether the result of 
my prescription and remedies, that had been 
faithfully given, or in spite of them, I cannot 
say. My opinion is, however, that while my 
medicines helped him, the stopping of the 
opiate, which, as I learned, was faithfully 
done, did more to effect the very great im- 
provement, by lessening the cerebro-spinal 
congestion and derangement. It matters not, 
for the patient was almost frantic with delight, 
giving all credit to my remedies; with which, 
in fact, I have never failed in effecting a cure 
in such cases that I remember, though not 80 
rapidly. 

I cannot close my account of this excellent 
hospital without again referring to the very 
great politeness to me of all the residents, 
and Dr. RAMSKILL in particular. They invi- 
ted me to lunch with them in the hospital, on 
their fine bread and butter and excellent Eng- 
lish milk, and extended to me many kind 
favors, upon which my memory delights to 
linger; and as this completes my account of 
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the London hospitals, I am happy to say that 
the treatment I received in them all, as well 
as in those of Scotland, was worthy of the 
noble men, of a noble profession, by which they 
are conducted. 


LiverPoont Hospirats. 


The Royal Infirmary of Liverpool. is all 
that I will mention in this city. It is quite 
well situated, and, though not very extensive, 
is well arranged, and apparently well con- 
ducted. Hospital gangrene, however, was 
fearfully prevalent when I was there, which 
cast a gloom over all their best directed ef- 
forts. They had been unsuccessful in their 
attempt to introduce carbolic acid, and I 
learned from the resident and visiting physi- 
cians, who were very kind to me, that the 
same gangrenous tendency prevailed at that 
time throughout the city, which fully account- 
ed in my mind, for their unfavorable condi- 
tion. For I could not detect any local cause, 
either in the location or surroundings, or 
management of the hospital, whereby to ac- 


count for it. 
(To be continued.) 
—~@~—————. 


CASE OF ERECTILE TUMOR OF BOTH 
EYELIDS. 
By J. S. McCretranp, M.D., 


Of Crawfordsville, Ind. 


The article in No. 4, Vol. xviii. of the Rr- 
PORTER, on Cirsoid Arterial Tumors, with the 
operations of M. GossELIN, induces me to 
forward the following. 

A girl, aged 10 years, was brought to my 
office in May, 1867. The left eye was sur- 
rounded by an erectile tumor, which, when 
she was excited, filled with blood, apparently 
to bursting. The upper eyelid, which was 
one-third the size of a common hen’s egg, 
hung down over the eyeball, while the outer 
half of the lower lid rose up to meet it, as 
large as an almond, both together covering 
the ball and obscuring vision. By pressing 
away the blood, the vessels of the conjunc- 
tiva were shown congested and enlarged, some 
of them a line in diameter. There was a 
pouching of the left temple, of a dark purple 
hue. By steady pressure, the blood could be 
almost all pressed out of the tumor, leaving 


a redundancy of tissue, but it would im- 
mediately return when the pressure was re- 
moved. 

The tumor was noticed a few days after 
birth. When first observed, it was the size 
of a pea. It had enlarged slowly but steadily, 
until within the last few months, when it had 
grown rapidly. I tried various means to com- 
press the vessels, and used numerous expe- 
dients to check the growth, without avail. Fi- 
nally, I concluded to try the injection of Mon- 
SEL’s solution with the hypodermic syringe. 
I had never seen such a case, and could not 
find in my library any guide or instruction, 
and of course, ventured on the operation 
with some degree of fear for the result, I 
diagnosed the tumor to be partly venous and 
partly arterial. 

On inserting the point of the syringe, the 
struggles of the patient caused the tumor to 
become injected to its fullest capacity, and 
also caused me to inject more forcibly, and a 
greater amount of the solution than I intend- 
ed. (I commenced with the lower eyelid.) 
The result was an almost instantaneous hard- 
ening of the lower lid, which turned a grayish 
stone color. The syringe being jerked out of 
the lid by the sudden struggles of the patient, 
and no serious result appearing, I sent her 
home, with directions to report in five or six 
days. 

She reported on the eighth day, when I 
found the entire coagulated mass still firm, 
but surrounded and loosened by ulceration. 
By a very little manipulation, I removed it 
entire. There was a slight hemorrhage, 
easily checked by the solution of the per- 
sulphates. The edge of the lid was intact, 
and I drew it down over the ulcerated cavity. 
In two weeks this lid had healed. 

I then commenced on the upper lid, insert- 
ing my syringe at the internal edge of the 
eyelid (opposite to the side whence comes the 
supply of blood.) The injection was made 
more steadily, but sbout one-third of the 
tumor hardened almost immediately, and the 
per sulphate solution regurgitated through the 
wound made by the syringe. I therefore de- 
sisted for the time. Ulceration came on, and 
this coagulated mass was removed, I waited 
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a few days, and then repeated the injection 
with about the same results. 

Suffice to say, in less than three months, 
and after six different injections, the entire 
morbid mass was removed, the eyeball became 
normal, vision perfect, and the only present 
deformity is a slight discoloration of the eye- 
lids. The tumor in the temple still remains, 
but is so much reduced in size and color as to 
be scarcely noticeable. 

———_>——_ 
ARCTIUM LAPPA—BURDOCK. 
By J. Avotrxuus, M.D., 

Of Hastings, Mich. 


This article of the materia medica is better 
known to housewives than to physicians. But 
few practitioners place any confidence in its 
remedial virtues, and consequently no atten- 
tion is paid to it by a majority of them. 

But few of our indigenous remedies are, 
however, of much more value. Burdock is 
one of our most valuable alteratives in cutaneous 
diseases. There is no question that it is far 
superior to sarsaparilla in this respect. I 
place no confidence in the burdock as a diu- 
retic or absorbent. As a remedy for skin 
diseases it stands pre-eminent. I have cured 
the worst cases of lepra, herpes and porrigo, 
with a syrup made from the root and seeds, 
an ounce of each bruised and tinctured in 
Zviij. dil. alcohol, then strained, and the 
residue boiled in a pint of water for half an 
hour, and the strained liquor when cool added 
to the tincture, and made into a syrup, with one 
pound of white sugar; a teaspoon to a table- 
spoonful taken three or four times a day, ac- 
cording to the age. A case of cbstinate and 
long continued acne was cured in this way. 
The patient has been well of the disease ever 
since. 

Some years ago, a man of 40 consulted me 
in reference to a small ulcer on the al of the 
left nostril, which he said had been there for 
fourteen months. It was lupus. He had 
been treated by two eminent gentlemen with 
the ordinary remedies for this disease. I put 
him forthwith on the burdock syrup. He 
continued it for nine months, and recovered. 
The ulcer finally healed. All who saw the 
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case pronounced it lupus. In all the scabby 
eruptions, as well as the vesiculze and pustulz, 
I place unlimited confidence in the burdock; 
It seldom disappoints me. It must be re- 
membered that it must be persisted in till the 
cure is effected. It is often an advantage to 
unite a tonic, such as the golden seal, with the 
burdock, when the appetite is deficient. We 
seldom see cases where the bitter tonics do 
not come in well as admirable aids to the pro- 
cess of cure. I frequently order a simple de- 
coction of the root 3j. to water Oj. and 3). or 
two taken at a dose, three or four times a day, 

For the cutaneous diseases of children, we 
have nothing within the whole range of 
the materia medica that equals the burdock. 
Porrigo we all know to be a rascally stubborn 
disease, and often defies our best and most 
studied efforts. 

I cannot recal a case where the burdock 
has failed, when I have had sufficient infla- 
ence with the mother of the child to induce 
her to persist in the remedy. In these cases 
I prefer the syrup. 

In the sealy eruptions I prefer the decoc- 
tion of seed and root, and taken in diluted 
doses. Lepra and psoriasis are frequently obsti- 
nate, but the burdock seldom if ever fails, if 
faithfully used. Frequently the remedy will 
act upon the bowels, and become troublesome 
in this respect. In euch event combine it 
with some astringent, as cranesbill, tagalder 
or kremara. I have frequently found that 
such inconvenience is best overcome by stop- 
ping the remedy for a while, then recommen- 
cing with it in small doses, and gradually in- 
creasing them to the full. The tincture 
answers best in such cases. 


yatta 
i ine 


Academy of Medicine, Paris. 

M. Ricorp, in taking his place as President of 
the Academy of Paris, sums up the losses by 
death and gains by election of the Academy. 
Jopert, Trovsseav, Fouwin, Verrgav, Raver, 
Perroz, Gursourt, Japioux, Civiate (“who 
knew,” he said, “how to attach his name to the 
first surgical conquest of modern times’’), and 
Lacneav, are among the losses, BartHez, 
Cravrrarp, Demarquay, Guenzav DE Mussy, 
Harpy, Hérarv, Lecovest, Mrauue, and Vict, 
are the recruits. 
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Hospital Reports, 





Pennsytvania Hospitat, 
February 12th, 1868. 


Curnic or J. M. Da Costa, M. D. 
Reported by Dr. Napheys. 


Emphysema of the Lungs. 

Ellen R., set. 50; admitted on the 14th of De- 
cember. She was always in good health until 
two years ago, when, after exposure, she had a 
severe attack of bronchitis. She was treated, and 
recovered almost entirely. But she was still 
troubled with an occasional cough, aggravated 
by cold or damp, with whitish sputum. In the 
winter of 1866-67 she had a severe attack, prob- 
ably asthmatic in character. She remained in 
fair health after this attack until August, 1867, 
when an aggravation of the symptoms of cough 
and difficulty of breathing caused her to be ad- 
mitted into this hospital. After she had been 
treated some time, she left considerably better. 
She returned in December last, very much in the 
condition in which she is now. Her respiration 
is always more or less labored. The expectora- 
tion has diminished within the last week. 

On looking at her, she presents a healthy as- 
pect to all appearances, with a well developed 
chest, extremely resonant on percussion. On 
auscultation, no rfiles are perceptible this morn- 
ing. The respiratory murmur on one side is 
feeble, with prolonged expiration; at other por- 
tions of the lung it is harsh. There is no cardiac 
difficulty. 

There is at present very little bronchial trou- 
ble. The great clearness on percussion, the 
feeble inspiration, and prolonged expiration, are 
all indicative of emphysema. More or less bron- 
chitis would be indicated by rales; but just now, 
her cough being better, there are few riles, and 
the bronchitis does not at present form a promi- 
nent element of the case. The asthmatic seizures 
constitute a very prominent feature. She com- 
plains that always at night she is attacked with 
difficulty of breathing attended with wheezing. 

Atropia is now being used internally, to ascer- 
tain whether, by keeping her under its influence, 
the bronchial spasm, the shortness of breath, will 
be materially modified. There being so little 
bronchitis, the element of bronchial catarrh is 
for the present excluded altogether in the treat- 
ment, As yet, there has been no decided effect 
produced upon the difficulty of breathing by the 
persistent use of atropia. She was at first given 
one-sixtieth of a grain, in granule, twice daily. 


On account of the great dryness of the throat 
and the markedly dilated pupil, this was soon 
changed to one granule in the evening, and now 
she is taking one-sixtieth of a grain of the sul- 
phate of atropia once a day, in solution. Until 
it is satisfactorily ascertained whether or not this 
agent is beneficial, no other will be employed, 
excepting small fly blisters at various portions 
of the chest. 

In individual cases of emphysema the treat- 
ment ought to vary with the amount of bronchial 
eatarrh and with the indication more particularly 
to be fulfilled. That line of treatment ought to be 
followed which will more especially break up 
what at the time being is the more troublesome 
symptom, the modification of the emphysema 
itself being kept secondarily in view. 

Latent Typhoid Pneumonia with Exudation in 
Kidney. 

Alex. W., a seaman, of healthy family, was 
admitted into the hospital on the eighth of this 
month. He gives the history that he had an 
attack of pleurisy in the winter of 1866, from 
which he recovered perfectly. On the last day 
of January, 1867, while on board ship, he was 
seized with ‘vomiting, headache, and severe 
watery diarrhoea, which continued for four or 
five days. On the third or fourth day he found 
that his respiration was impeded, and that he had 
severe stitches in the side, but there was no 
marked cough nor expectoration. He had medi- 
cal attendance at once, and the diarrhcea was 
stopped. When admitted into the hospital on the 
evening of the eighth inst., it was noticed that 
his face was flushed, his skin hot and dry, his 
tongue covered with a brownish dry coat. There 
was evidently considerable obstruction to respira- 
tion, but the cough was so trifiing that it would 
almost escape observation, nor was there any 
evidence of expectoration. His pulse was 100, 
his respirations varying between 28 and 32, and 
his temperature 102. It was also noticed that 
there was more or less dulness on percussion 
over the whole of the right lung, with a distinct, 
blowing, tubular breathing over the lateral por- 
tion and toward the angle of the scapula, while 
the breathing anteriorly was harsh. The voice 
was well transmitted. Therefore, there were 
evidences of consolidation of the right lung, in 
the dulness on percussion, the harsh respiration 
becoming tubular and blowing at the lower por- 
tion, and in the increased vocal vibrations, as 
perceptible alike to the ear and the hand. Nor 
could there be any doubt, from the history of the 
ease, that it was an attack of acute consolida- 
tion. It was a case of pneumonia marked, as 
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wegards the physical signs, almost latent with 
respect to the cough and expectoration considered 
as symptoms of the disease. Nevertheless, the 
flushed face, the hurried breathing, and the high 
temperature, were all points which well coincided 
with the condition of the lungs, as revealed by 
| physical diagnosis. There was also a typhoid 
element pervading the case, as shown by the dry 
tongue, the tendency to diarrhoea, and the some- 
what swollen abdomen. 

This was not, however, all in this case; a re- 
markable series of phenomena was observed with 
reference to the urine. During the first day of 
admission the urine was not particularly exam- 
ined, but when this was done, in accordance with 
the habit which prevails in this hospital of exam- 
ining the urine in every case, a state of things 
was found which no skill could ever have sus- 
pected. It was found pale, clear, slightly albu- 
minous, and of the low specific gravity of 1010. 
Under the microscope, it presented a most 
marked illustration of the shedding of “casts 
from the kidney. Each field of the microscope 
presented very many of these highly granular 
tube casts, with the epithelium also very gran- 
ular. 

Surveying the phenomena as they exist this 
morning, his face is still flushed ; pulse 62; respi- 
rations 20; temperature 98 1-5, Therefore, the 
febrile phenomena are rapidly disappearing. 
Specific gravity of the urine 1011. The man is 
weak, and his pulse, though not accelerated, is 
very compressible. The dulness on the right 
side of the chest anteriorly has materially les- 
sened. It still exists posteriorly, near the angle 
of the scapula particularly, but not to so marked 
a degree as it existed three or four days since. 
The auscultory sounds are now typically those of 
pneumonia in the stage of resolution; there is 
crepitation on inspiration, with blowing respira- 
tion and increased vocal fremitus still remaining. 
The tongue is much moister than it was, and 
covered with a white coat. There has been no 
diarrhoea since he has been in the hospital. The 
abdomen is somewhat full, but there is neither 
tenderness nor eruption, The urine bas to-day 
very nearly the same character as described. 

He has been treated chiefly with turpentine, 
a treatment which, however useful with reference 
to the pulmonary symptoms, will be now stopped, 
because, in view of the known condition of the 
kidney, it would not be judicious. He has been 
taking six grains of quinine per day, and fif- 
teen minims:of turpentine with a few drops of 
deodorized tincture of opium every third hour. 
The quantity of whisky administered has been 
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only two ounces in the twenty-four hours. Tur- 


pentine applications have also been made to the 
chest. 

This is a very curious case indeed. There isa 
kidney affection undoubtedly, and one which 
cannot be presumed to be simply that slight con- 
gestion which may occur in cases of pneumonia, 
and of fever, and which, in some instances, is 
even associated with the presence of albumen in 
the urine: The highly granular casts and epi- 
thelium are here indicative of exudative process 
in the kidney, with changes taking place in the 
cells. It is very interesting, pathologically, to 
look at the connection between the pneumonia 
and this state of the kidney, and to inquire 
whether there is not the same morbid condition 
in the kidney as in the lung. This seems to be 
the only rational solution to the case. 

Taking into account the absence of blood in 
the urine, for none has been found in several ex- 
aminations, and the low specific gravity of the 
urine, it would appear that the morbid process 
first commenced in the kidney. Tube casts were 
found from the first examination of the urine 
that was made, As regards the history of the 
case bearing upon this curious kidney complica- 
tion, the patient states that he has never had 
dropsy, nor has there been the least evidence to 
him of any kidney affection. He has not been 
obliged to get up at night to pass water, nor has 
there been frequent micturition during the day. 
Another point of interest is the very small 
amount of albumen in the urine, so slight as to 
be scarcely perceptible. 

This case teaches the importance of examining 
all the secretions in any acute disease. It also 
shows how very latent kidney troubles may be, 
and how utterly impossible is their recognition, 
except by minutechemical and microscopic exami- 
nation. In reference to the microscope, it points 
out the value to the physician of studying the 
exact character of tube casts in the urine. It is 
not unusual in acute disease, fever, pneumonia, 
and cases of obstructed circulation, to find tube 
casts in the urine. But these tube casts are 
not then so granular, or if granular, the epithe- 
lium has. not undergone the granular degenera- 
tion. It is conceivably possible that there may 
be granular tube casts from simple obstruction 
of the circulation, but the epithelium itself is 
never granular to a marked degree, unless there 
is degeneration of the cell structure taking place. 

In point of treatment, the turpentine must be 
stopped. Evidently his secretions, as regards 
the tongue and the alimentary canal, are improv- 
ing under this treatment, and evidently, also, it 
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has been useful in reference to the lung. But 
with a kidney not simply congested, but posi- 
tively infiltrated, having a condition very like 
that which exists in the lungs, it would be 
highly improper to give a remedy for any length 
of time which is a stimulating diuretic. The 
quinine will be increased to ten grains a day. 
His pulse is rather lower than it ought to be. A 
low pulse, like a very frequent pulse, is an indi- 
cation for increase of stimulus. With this state 
of the kidney, however, it is important to avoid 
too much stimulation. The whisky will, there- 
fore, be increased very slightly, to only three 
ounces a day. Care will be taken that he has 
good nourishment, beef-tea, eggs, and milk. 
What is the prognosis of this condition? The 
lungs will recover, they are renewing now their 
tone, their power of breathing. With reference 
to the kidney, a much longer case is present. 
The danger is that chronic Briont’s disease will 
be established. Repeated dry cups will be ap- 
plied over the kidney. If it were not for the 
typhoid condition, wet cups would be used. 





Medical Societies. 


ANNIVERSARY OF THE 0. &. SOCIETY. 


The fourth annual re-union of the 0. AZ. So- 
ciety took place at the Bellevue Hospital Medi- 
cal College on the evening of the 27th ult. In 
spite of the very forbidding storm, a large audi- 
ence filled the lecture-room of the college at the 
appointed hour. After an invocation by the 
Rey. Atrrep B. Beacn, the President of the 
Society, Dr. Eowarp C. Harwoop, made the fol- 
lowing address : 


Fellows of the O. 42.: 


We are here assembled this evening, to cele- 
brate the fourth anniversary of our existence as 
asociety. To those in our audience who have 
come from the busy fields of professional labor, 
I extend, in behalf of the society, a fraternal 
greeting. To our invited guests, I say welcome. 
To the ladies, whose brilliant countenances lend 
enchantment to the hour, I say welcome, thrice 
welcome, 

Many of our fellows whom we greeted one 
year ago this hour, have transferred their labors 
to the scenes of active medical life, and have 
alrtady begun to build upon the foundation laid 
under the fostering guidance of our noble Alma 
Mater, and are pressing on the toilsome road to 





fame and fortune. The 0, Ai, as an institution 
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of our college, bids them God-speed,*with a 
hearty good will. 

But many old faces still gladden our hearts, 
and many new ones have appeared among us, 
whom we welcome to these classic halls, hal- 
lowed by fond memories, and dear to us from 
past association. Their experience will be, as 
ours, in her cementing friendships, whose memo- 
ry and influence time nor space shall never ob- 
literate. In the circle of interest which here 
exists, and under the favorable auspices of a 
weekly intercourse, in the sharing of each other’s 
hopes and aspirations, we come to know each 
other better, and esteem each other’s excellencies 
more, while the little failings, incident to haman 
nature, become only peculiarities of character, or 
are screened from the observation of outsiders 
with jealous care. The principle, ‘stand by 
your friends” is carried out to the last degree, 
and it is right that it should be so. The warm 
grasp of the hand, and the hearty salutation 
which encounter us, form strong and pleasant 
contrasts to the formal bow, and indifferent 
greetings of the cold, calculating world, into 
which we all expect soon to hurl our gauntlets— 
where before us, with alternately inspiring or 
depressing effect, loom all the uncertain issues of 
the conflict, involving success or defeat. 

Truly, these are halcyon days—days of enjoy- 
ment, but above all, days for improvement. In 
them we meet the Rubicon of our destiny, in 
them we make or mar our future: for “man is 
the architect of his own fortune,” 

During the four brief years that have elapsed 
since the organization of our Society, many in- 
teresting changes have taken place, both in its 
members and in our college. It is a fitting time 
to recall some of the reminiscences which are 
shared by so many of our members, who are now 
convened from different parts of foreign coun- 
tries, and our again happy United States. 

The founding of this society was the result of 
energetic action of three students connected with 
the class of 1864-5 of Bellevue Hospital Medical 
College, who wished to organize a society among 
the students to meet once a week, for the purpose 
of having interesting essays read, quizzes upon 
what subject most perplexed them, and to estab- 
lish that brotherly love and good feeling toward 
each other, to be ever after remembered through 
life; also, to bind themselves more closely to 
their Alma Mater. They met alternately at 
each othet’s rooms; bat in a few weeks their 
numbers had so much increased, that they re- 
quested the Faculty to give them the use of the 
little green room of the old college for their 
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meetings ; which request they kindly granted, and 
in that room many pleasant and profitable even- 
ings were spent. Before the close of the session, 
the first annual re-union took place, which 
proved a grand success. Most of the professors 
honored the society with their presence, and by 
their pleasing speeches added greatly to the 
pleasure of the night. Each fellow wore the in- 
signia of our order, which is now widely known 
throughout this and the European continent. 

The second and third years of the society 
were also of marked success, and the annual re- 
unions were, like the first, very pleasant. 

But long before this history of our society was 
made, our young college became favorably known 
at home and abroad, as possessing superior facili- 
ties for medical education. The founding of our 
college marked a new era in the history of medi- 
cine in our country. 

The Board of Commissioners of Charities and 
Corrections bad dssumed the government of our 
public institutions and prisons, and had given 
the medical supervision of the institutions on 
Blackwell's Island, with the exception of the 
Lunatic Asylum, and including the new and 
magnificent Island Hospital, to the Medical 
Board of Bellevue. The Board now found itself 
at the head of the noblest and most extensive 
hospital establishment in America—one second 
to but very few in any couotry—containing in 
its wards cases of every disease mankind is heir 
to—counting among its inmates, natives of every 
quarter of the globe; for, I have seen in its 
wards, Lascars and Chinamen, Indian mixed 
breeds, Spaniards from South America, lying 
side by side with the natives of every nation in 
Europe, and of every State in the Union. The 
students of our college have access to these hos- 
pitals, and within their wards the book of nature 
was open; for disease, a consequence of the in- 
fraction of her laws, is no less a part of God’s 
providence than health. 

It was soon learned by those aspiring to enter 
our heaven-born profession, that at our institu- 
tion, within a space less than the course of study 
prescribed by the law of the land, an experience 
in medicine and surgery could be condensed, 
that would be more than equivalent to that of 
the life-long practice of an old, time physician. 
Having such facilities, and an experienced, in- 
telligent and energetic faculty, students were at- 
tracted from all parte of our country, and it was 
found that our college building was too small to 
meet the requirements of increasing classes, and 
the commodious building that we now occupy 
was erected; which affords accommodations, the 
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most ample, and, as regards adaptation to the 
convenience of medical teaching, leaves nothing 
to be desired. This building will remain a fitting 
monument to the memory of the wisdom of the 
Commissioners, and the energy of our Faculty, 
who inaugurated the system of bedside, with 
that of didactic instruction in medicine. 

It may not, on an occasion like this, be impro- 
per, and I trust I may be assured of your indul- 
gence when I do it, to refer quite briefly to some 
of those who were foremost in their efforts to 
promote the best interests of our college and 
society. 

Among this number was one, who in the first 
years of its existence and for some time after, 
was one of the Commissioners of Public Chari- 
ties and Corrections, and who, during the whole 
of his life, was honored with some of the highest 
and most responsible of our municipal offices, 
Himself of a thoughtful mind and liberal intelli- 
gence, he devoted his best energies and efforts to 
the establishment and support of this school. 
There are many now present, who will feel that 
in saying what I have, I am but doing an act of 
well deserved homage to the memory of a most 
worthy and excellent man when here, and in 
this presence, and with all the sincerity of which 
my heart is capable, I pronounce the name of 
Sruzon Draper. 

I should do violence to my own feelings, and in- 


justice to this audience, if on an occasion like this, 


I failed to refer to one whose name is recorded 
upon a tablet in this building, as our first Pro- 
fessor of Anatomy. No public occasion can soon 
oceur which in its reminiscences carries us back 
to the history of our school, which will not de- 
mand an honorable mention of the name of Tixo- 
ray Cuixps. 

Among those for whom we have been called to 
mourn of late,is Dr. J, Kina Roninson, from 
California, who graduatéd March, 1865, and settled 
at Salt Lake City. Asastudent and a physician, 
his character was blameless, his aims high, his mo- 
tives pure:—as a friend he was kind and genial, 
generous and constant. Dr. Roprnson was known 
to have spoken in terms of disapprobation of the 
system of Mormonism, and for this reason was 
cruelly butchered by the Mormons one dark 
night, while on his way with two of them, in 
answer to their call, te treat a patient with a 
fractured limb. 

One of our original three, Dr. Gzorcr D. Sran- 
TON, is now at Stonington, Connecticut, in’ the 
successful practice of his profession. Another of 
them has an inglorious record that I would not 
refer to, but for our own protection as an organi- 
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zation. He has proved false to his most sacred 
vows, and a traitor to his Alma Mater, and it 
bas been declared by our order that he is unwor- 
thy a fraternal greeting from us, and his name 
has been forever stricken from the roll of the 
0. AE. Society. 

It now remains for me to speak of one more of 
our charter members, whose record bears a 
striking and pleasing contrast from that of the 
former. I allude to Dr. Coartes A. Leate, who, 
immediately after leaving college, passed his ex- 
amination as Assistant Surgeon, United States 
Volunteers, and was appointed executive officer 
of one of the largest hospitals in Washington, 
and, on the night of the assassination of Presi- 
dent Lincoln, was the first to be admitted to the 
box, where he had been shot by the foul hand 
of the assassin; was requested by Mrs. Lincoln 
to take care of him; removed the coagula from 
the opening in the skull, where, if it had been 
allowed to remain a few moments longer, would 
have produced death then and there in the thea- 
tre; who had charge of him till the Surgeon-Gen- 
eral arrived; who remained with him till his 
death, then knelt down around that sorrowful 
death-bed while a most solemn and impressive 
prayer was offered to God for the bereaved family, 
and our afflicted country. 

His name will be connected with our history 
as a nation, by several large oil-paintings repre- 
senting the Death-bed Scene, he being one of the 
group, caring for him whom the people so much 
loved. 

Dr. Leate remained in his country’s service 
for nearly a year after the close of the war, until 
the hospitals in Washington had been closed ; 
then returned to New York with a Brevet Com- 
mission for faithful services, and, completely 
prostrated in health with typho-malarial fever, 
contracted while serving on camp duty in Vir- 
ginia, he made a visit through England and 
France, and returned to his native city where he 
settled, and is now in the successful practice of 
his cherished profession. 

One of our ex-presidents is now practicing in 
the neighboring city of Newark, and of late has 
been chosen to the responsible and honorable 
position of Secretary of the Medical Association 
of that city—a fitting compliment to true profes- 
sional merit, The energy and zeal that he mani- 
fested in behalf of our order, while holding the 


position of executive officer, is well known to 


most of our fellows. I allude to Dr. Gzorcz R. 
Kent. 

There are others among the living and the 
dead, to whom I would be glad to refer, but I 
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fear that in these extended references, I am tres- 
passing too far and too long upon the golden 
hours of this golden evening, 

This Society partakes of the character of all 
regular County and State medical organizations, 
in an eminent. degree: its membership is made 
up of moral, intelligent and energetic students 
and practitioners of medicine, who are admitted 
to fellowship after passing a certain form of ex- 
amination. Our meetings occur every Thursday 
evening, when a paper upon some.medieal topic 
is read and discussed—thus bringing all minds 
in the body into exercise. 

It is designed, as soon as it can be found prac- 
ticable, to establish other societies like this, in 
all medical colleges throughout the Union, and 
thus unite medical students into one common 
brotherhood, to seek each other’s interests, and 
promote the welfare of our profession: and we 
hope that this will not only become a national 
affair, but that it may be extended to all parts of 
the globe where medicine is taught. 

The object in view is worthy of every exertion 
that can be put forth to attain it. The debate is 
to the mind what gymnastics are to the body— 
an admirable means for promoting the most 
useful discipline, and securing the completest 
development. 

The habit of speaking in public is of the 
greatest benefit. Its advantages are by no means 
confined to the legal profession. Many a physi- 
cian, who, amidst the responsibilities of active 
life has a worthy message to deliver, fails in im- 
pressing the people with its importance through 
lack of early training, which would have taught 
him to arrange his ideas in.a manner calculated 
to produce the strongest effect. Another shall 
steal the hearts of the people through the beauty 
of his eloquence and the charms of his manners; 
while he who possesses at once honesty of pur- 
pose in a good cause, and mental powers under 
complete training, is sure to be a leader and 
helper in the advancement of the multitudes, 
whom he sways at his will. 

The higher the degree of culture, the more 
evident does it appear that the best rules for ex- 
pression, whether by voice or pen, is to declare 
the idea in as few and simple words as possi- 
ble. “Brevity and discretion are the secrets of 
strength.” 

The wide spread of knowledge in these days, 
and the rapid progress indicated for the future, 
make it incumbent upon every physician, who 
would leave the impress of his convictions upon 
his generation, to employ every means of enlarg- 
ing his medical resources. The time has gone 
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by, when physicians can boast of their igno- 
rance; few, and remote from the influences of the 
age, are those people who are indifferent to the 
educational needs of their physicians. 

A noble field is now lying open for our mem- 
bers, in the great questions which are being 
called up by the exigencies of the times, and in 
which are contained alike the greatest dangers 
and the highest advantages of our future as a 
profession. 

The increasing quackery, and venders of cures 
for all ills that flesh is heir to, are now beginning 
to be apparent to all minds; the various dis- 
turbances in the social system, which already 
demand the necessity of more enlighted opinion, 
and wise legislation on many points; the in- 
creased interest given to medicine and surgical 
matters, by our own recent experience of war;— 
in a word, the fresh and vigorous struggle for 
freedom, which is agitating the whole world, in 
every department of thought and action, is really 
a sufficient incentive to the fellows of the order 
to acquire every art and grace, that make them 
fitter exponents of the best public sentiments, 
and more faithful guides to still greater achieve- 
ments in professional knowledge. 

In the present age medicine is aided by other 
sciences, which now, more than ever, have become 
its proper auxiliaries. Its students are among the 
strong men of the world. Its origin, in a coun- 
try famous in all history; whose institutions, 
government and military heroism are the admi- 
ration of the world; whose poets and orators are 
themes of ours of the present day—deathless in 
their fame—whose sculptures are models of our 
own—often imitated, never equalled ;—the cradle 
of all that is eloquent in art, the home of learn- 
ing, the nursery of freedom. 

It was at this period that the master mind 
arose, under whose guidance medical knowledge 
assumed its rank as a science, prominent among 
the institutions of that age of learning. 

That medicine had an existence previous to the 
age of Hippocrates, and that its doctors were 
conspicuous men in the age in which they lived, 
it were vain to deny. The beginning of the 
medical art was considered by the ancients as 
something divine, and the memory of a great 
benefactor of mankind was preserved by shrines 
and temples. Thus, there were in Greece four 
temples to Escutarrus, where were tablets, upon 
which were inscribed the names of those healed, 
and their maladies, with the genealogy of the 
patient, the cause of the disease, and the means 
of cure, These temples were occupied and at- 
tended by the priest-physicians, men of elegant 








tised the system as it then existed, consisting 
only of the results of their observations, together 
with the tablet records left by the patients them. 
selves, 

Here allow me to correct a popular misappre- 
hension, which accuses the regular practice with 
having fixed rules and routines of remedies. On 
the contrary, every agent proved to be of value, 
is eagerly seized, whether of earth, air or sea;— 
vegetable, mineral, aquatic or serial, and its vir- 
tues published to the world. All other systems 
of practice are partial or exclusive,—purely 
vegetable, homceopathic, hydropathic, or hygi- 
enic; while the legitimate profession adopts any 
or all of these, that due investigation has ap- 
proved, 

Comparing the regular practitioner of medicine 
with all others, who have been the greatest dis- 
coverers in medical science? who are the great 
chemists and botanists? who are the surgeons 
of highest reputation? who have opened the 
sealed box of Anatomy, Physiology and Pathol- 
ogy, explained their mysteries, and translated 
their language? who have discovered and intro- 
duced the valuable resources of Materia Medica 
and Therapeutics?—who but the regularly edu- 
cated physician? All exclusive systems are 
based upon distorted echoes of some of these 
discoveries. 

Now, my Fellows, in conclusion, I wish to 
extend to you my grateful thanks for your 
many kind indulgences, and hearty support, ex- 
tended to me while presiding over the interest- 
ing deliberations of our cherished order during 
the past year, which has been one of steady and 
uniform prosperity. To. my official successors, 
whose high personal character and fine talents 
render them eminently worthy of the position 
they have attained to, I bid them God-speed in 
a work which is hard and laborious, yet, just in 
that proportion, is it glorious. May joy and glad- 
ness fill our hearts on each returning anniver- 
sary of the 0. Z. 


Prof. Doremvus followed in a very eloquent 
address; with vivid and gorgeous diction he 
described the laws of eternal progress, as devel- 
oped in the study of astronomical and chemical 
science. Ten years ago it was thought that 
astronomy was a perfect science. But during 
these years the chemical structure of the sun 
has been discovered, and now we have a new 
department.in astronomy, that of stellar chemis- 
try, and are therefore but in the beginning of 
astronomical science, We cannot say of any 
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science that it is perfect. It is only within the 
last hundred years that we have been permitted 
to apprehend something concerning the laws of 
heat, light, and electricity. And what shall we 
say of the human body? Ah! you know its 
bones, its muscles, the intricate channels through 
which courses the crimson tide of life, but can 
you tell me how your daily meal is transmuted, 
by a power far more mysterious than ever alche- 
mist dreamed of, into the tissues of the body? 
Physiology is only beginning to be a science, 
it is therefore important that you should be dili- 
gent students in this department of science, and 
ever upon the alert to keep pace with its dis- 
ecoveries. Dr. Doremvus closed his address with 
an eloquent and masterly refutation of the athe- 
istic tendencies of the age. 

The remainder of the evening was occupied 
in responding to the various toasts of the Society 
in the following order: 


Toasts. 

1, Bellevue Hospital Medical College, response 
by Prof. Steruen Suita, M.D. 

2. The Faculty, response by Prof. Bens. W. 
McCreapy, M.D. 

3. The Ladies, response by Prof. B. Forpyce 
Barker, M. D. 

4, The O. Ai. Society, response by Putuip 
Wootr. 

5. The Medical Profession, response by Prof. 
Lewis A, Sayre, M. D. 

6. The Memory of the Fathers of Medicine, re- 
sponse by Prof. Witt1am A. Hammonp, M. D. 

7. American Surgery, response by Prof. AuEx- 
aypeR Mort, M. D. 

8. The City of New York, response by Prof. 
Wittiam H. Van Buren, M.D. 

9. The Graduating Class, response by WALTER 
L, Haun. 


Prof. Surra being absent, the first toast was 
not responded to. Prof. Van Buren was also 
absent, but his place was very ably supplied by 
Mr. Crarence A. Sewarv. Prof. McCreapy’s 
response was the great hit of the occasion; he 
handled the faculty with inimitable humor, and 
at the same time, with such delicacy that none 
could feel offended at his good natured badinage. 


Prof. Barker, in his response, regretted very 
much that he had not that quick conception and 
easy delivery which his subject demanded; not- 
withstanding this, he managed to administer, 
besides the usual compliments to the ladies, not 
a@ little wholesome advice to would-be female 
practitioners, The remainder of the responses 
was listened.to with great attention, and elicited 
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frequent applause, especially that of Professor 
Lewis A. Sayre, who took high and noble ground 
for the profession; and at a late hour the au- 
dience dispersed, well pleased with the exercises 
of the evening, and rejoicing at the prosperity of 
the 0. A. 

At the annual meeting of the Society for the 
election of officers, the following named gentle- 
men were elected for the ensuing year: 

Puitie Wootr, M.D., President, N.Y. 

A. U. Hit, Vice-President, N.Y. 

D. L. Uncer, Secretary, Pa. 


Rozsert Tay.or, Treasurer, N.Y. 
M. 


- Oe Oe P 
Philadelphia County Medical Society. 
Orricers FoR 1868.—(CorreoTep List.) 

President—Dr. Georce Hamiton. 


. = Dr. J. Henry. Smarrz 
Vice-Presidents— } Dr. D, Haves" AcNew, 


Secretary—Dr. Wm. B. Arxrnson. 

Assistant Secretary—Dr. L. 8. Bouzes, 
Corresponding Sec’y—Dr. Horace Y. Evans, 
Treasurer—Dr. Atrrep M. Stocum. 
Censor—Dr. Cuas. 8. Boxer. 





Northern Medical Association of Philadelphia. 
Orricers For 1868, 
President—Dr. Wu. B. ATKInson. 
Vice-Pres’t—Dr. E, B. Saapuetca. 
Recording Sec’y—Dr. Cuarzes Carrer. 
Corresponding Sec’ y— 
Reporting Secretaries—Drs, Leuven ‘J. Dean 
and Wm, M. Wetcu. 
Treasurer—Dr. A. M. Stocum. 
Counsellors—Drs. Rosert Burns, N. L. Har- 








*| rrecp, L. P. Gepaarp, Levi Curtis, Joun Rae. 





Crawford County (Pa.) Medical Society. 
At a recent meeting of the Medical Society of 
Crawford County, Pa., the following officers were 
elected for the ensuing year: 
President—Dr. 8. S. Bares, Titusville; Vice- 
Presidents—Dr. D. M. Carvin, Meadville, and 
Dr. P. J. Hasster, Cochranton; Secretary—Dr. 
Wiii14m Caurcn, Meadville; Corresponding Sec- 
retary—Dr. D, Best, Meadville; Treasurer—Dr. 
D. K. Greentzz, Meadville; Censors—Drs. J. 
W. Gaze, T. F. Oaxs, and T. B. Lasnetis. Drs. 
J. T. Ray and 8. S. Bares were elected Jele- 
gates to the American Medical Association, with 
Drs, Lasnexts and Barr as alternates. Drs, 
Oaxs, Varian, Greentez, and Catvin, were 
elected delegates to the State Medical Society. 
The Society now numbers twenty-three mem- 
bers. 
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Epitor1AL DEPARTMENT. 


Reviews and Book Notices. 





On Chronic Alcoholic Intoxication; with an In- 
quiry into the Abuse of Alcohol as a Predis- 
posing Cause of Disease. By W. Maxcer, 

.D.,F. R.S. First American, from the Se- 
ond English Edition. New York: Moornezap, 
| aoe & Bonp. One vol., 12mo., cloth, pp. 

178. Price $1.50. Received from Linpsay & 

BuakIsTon. 

Dr. Marcer has for the last twelve years been 
examining the effects of alcohol upon the human 
system, and the therapeutic value of the oxide of 
zine as @ means to counteract these effects when 
they have reached the point of chronic alcoholism. 
The results of his investigations have appeared 
from time to time, in various British medical 
periodicals, gnd with great propriety he has now 
collected his scattered essays, remodelled them, 
and given them to the medical public in a body. 
They are well worth his trouble, and contain 
very many valuable suggestions on the important 
subject of the abuse of spirituous liquors. To 
many they will have greater merit, when we add 
that their author is by no means a “teetotaller.” 
On the contrary, he speaks rather in favor of the 
moderate use of wines at table; so that the faith- 
ful and fearful pictures he draws of the influence 
of alcohol in predisposing to and exciting dis- 
ease, come from an unprejudiced pen. 

The use of oxide of zinc in this connection, 
on which he lays great stress, should become 
more widely appreciated, if it is as successful 
generally as in his hands, The subject of the 
work is, unfortunately, one of such wide inter- 
est, that we do not doubt but that the volume 
will have a large sale, as it deserves to have. 





Felix von Niemeyer’s Clinical Lectures on Pul- 
monary Phthisis. Translated, by Permission 
of the Author, from the Second German Edi- 
tion, by J. L. Parke. New York: Mooruzkap, 
Simpson & Bonp. 1868, One vol., 12mo., 
pp. 116. Price $1.50. Received from Linp- 
say & BuakisTon. 


These lectures are concerned chiefly with the 
pathology, the symptoms, and the treatment of 
consumption. The physical signs aae not dis- 
cussed. On the etiology of the disease, the 
author has his own theory. The condensations 
and destructions of the lung, which are the most 
obvious anatomical lesions, he believes are pro- 
ducts of inflammatory processes in the lungs, 
which undergo a caseous metamorphosis. Scrof- 
ula, he urges, is only so far a predisposing cause 
of phthisis as it leaves a pronounced disposition 
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to forms of pneumonia, terminating in caseous 
infiltration. That the disease can originate in- 
dependently, as the result of a “ diathesis,” he 
pronounces to be an opinion ‘‘as irrational as 
dangerous.” 

Bronchial hemorrhages, it is pleasant to note, 
he considers by no means so ominous as most 
physicians, believing that they not unfrequently 
occur “in persons who are neither at the time of 
the hemorrhages phthisical, nor become so later.”’ 

He speaks cheerfully of the treatment, saying 
that it is on a much firmer foundation now than 
heretofore; for though we have no specific, nor 
anything like one, yet we know how to adminis- 
ter tried remedies with good effect, since it has 
been ascertained that the disease is concerned 
with pneumonic processes, and not a morbid de- 
posit. It will be seen from these few extracts 
that the little volume repays perusal. 





A Practical Treatise on Diseases of Women. 
By F. Gattiarp Tomas, M. D., ete. With 219 
Illustrations. Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea. 
1868. One vol., 8vo. sheep, pp. 625. Price, 
$5.00, cloth; $6.00, sheep. 


This work has long been looked for by the 
medical public, and we venture to say that it will 
fully come up to the expectations of the many 
who have been waiting its appearance. It is 
systematic, full, practical, and clear. In scope, 
it is confined to the diseases of the now pregnant 
woman—to that branch of medical science, 
which has of late years been known as Gynecolo- 
gy as distinguished from obstetrics. 

A number of pages are given to the history of 
this specialty, which the author mentions almost 
apologetically. But nothing so impresses upon 
the mind the actual condition of our knowledge 
of a science, as an acquaintance with its often 
slow growth, and with its condition in previous 
generations. If medical education paid more 
attention to medical history, there would be less 
time lost in galvanizing old ideas and theories 
into life, under the impression that they are new. 

The arrangement of the work does not mate- 
rially differ from others on the subject. An in- 
teresting chapter is that on “The etiology of 
Uterine Diseases in America,’ where the author 
rapidly enumerates various evils of our society, 
resulting disastrously to the female portion of it. 
The various operative procedures on the female 
genitive organs are given with minuteness, and 
the instruments required are described and illus- 


trated. . The diagnosis of the various disorders, 
is also ified with a care and clearness satis 
factory in the highest degree. 

The cuts are well printed, and the type of the 
text is of good size and easy to the eye. 
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THE SCIENCE OF ANTHROPOLOGY. 

It is but recently that there has been any 
talk in the United States of a science of An- 
thropology. As the word denotes by its deri- 
vation, it is the science which kas for its object 
the study of man. So has the science of med- 
icine, and it is well to understand where these 
two closely allied streams of human knowledge 
diverge, and where they blend into one and 
pass over common ground, where they unite 
in their pursuits and where they differ in their 
aims. 

Anatomy and physiology, pathology, what 
we call state medicine, mental physiology and 
pathology, even the study of disease, all these 
departments of investigation are common to 
both. But while the physician and anthro- 
pologist unite in devoting time and attention 
to these subjects they do so with different ends 
in view. The former applies the knowledge 
thus gained to cases of disease, and he limits 
the application of his knowledge to individuals. 
The latter, on the contrary, seek to draw from 
the facts collected the laws of the growth and 
life of the various races of men and of man 
himself. The natural history of the species 
is his object, and he pursues it both as 
a physician and a historian. All those iso- 
lated facts which the practice of medicine 
in its widest scope strives to bring to bear upon 
individuals have an equal interest to the de- 
votee of this sister science, but not that they 
may be practically applied in given instances, 
but that through them the laws which control 
the destiny of the race and assign it its place 
in the realm of organic life may be defined and 
proven. 

Anthropology goes further. It takes up 
the historical monuments of the race, the 
achievements which in all times and places 
man has performed, and studies them, not as 
does the historian, that from them may be 
learned the law of progress, but that by them 
may be ascertained the specific differences be- 
tween man and brute. It also concerns itself 





with the mental portion of our common nature. 
It examines the passions and emotions in their 
various developments, the faculties of speech, 
reasoning and imitation, and finally lays much 
stress on the religions of humanity, those cu- 
rious and universal notions of a Creator, a 
soul, and an after-world, which in some ob- 
scure and as yet inexplicable manner have 
taken fast hold on the imagination of mankind. 

Man in his normal condition and in his mul- 
tifarious relations is the object of the anthro- 
pologist’s study. In London and Paris, so- 
cieties have been formed and are in active 
operation for the purpose of promoting this 
study, and in Germany, more than one jour- 
nal has been commenced as a medium of inter- 
communication between those who feel an in- 
terest in its progress. On that branch of it 
which deals more especially in the mental 
phenomena of man as a species, should es- 
pecially be mentioned the “ Journal of Ethnic 
Psychology and Philology,” (JOURNAL FUR 
VOLKERPSYCHOLOGIE UND SPRACHWISSEN- 
SCHAFT,) edited by Professors Lazarus and 
STENDTHAL, containing many most valuable 
articles. The “‘ Globus,” published under the 
supervision of Kart ANDREE, whose works 
on America give him a deservedly high posi- 
tion, devotes considerable attention to culture 
as an element of humanity. But the Arcniv 
rin ANTHROPOLOGIE, published at Bruns- 
wick, with the co-operation of some of the 
most distinguished anatomists and natural his- 
torians of Germany, attracts especial attention 
by its admirable essays on anatomy and physi- 
ology. The first two volumes of this ad- 
mirable journal printed on beautiful paper in 
large, clean (Roman) type, is before us. The 
titles of some of the articles will show the drift 
of the researches which occupy the time of its 
contributors. There is from Dkr. ALEXANDER 
Ecker, an article “On a characteristic pecu- 
liarity in the form of the female skull and its 
significance in comparative anthropology ;” 
Dr. A. WEISBACH communicates a very care- 
ful essay on “ The relative weight of the brain 
in the different nations under Austrian rule, in 
relation to height, age, sex and diseases ;” the 
subject of “Scientific Craniometry,” is dis- 
cussed by Professor Krause, of Gottingen; 
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“The position of the head of the humerus with 
reference to the elbow joint in Europeans and 
Negroes,” is examined by G. Lucaz; and 
Cart Voor contributes a long and learned 
essay on “ The mikrocepali, or Ape-men ;” full, 
as most of his essays are, of materialism and 
keen observation. Besides these there are a 
number of articles on the primitive history of 
our race as it is unfolded in the barrows, 
tombs and lacustrine dwellings, which of late 
have so excited the interest of the learned in 
Europe, and in a less degree in America. 

These minute and laborious researches for 
which we as a nation have but little talent, 
and what is more unfortunate, little appre- 
ciation, we may be assured, will in time be 
productive of great and unlooked for results. 
After all, man is the only entirely worthy sub- 
ject of study for man, and only when faithful 
observation has collected abundant facts from 
all portions of his many sided nature, are we 
prepared to speak intelligently of his origin, 
his character, or his destiny. For such obser- 
vation the eye of the anatomist and physician 
is necessary, and it were well if once in a 
while we are reminded of this higher sphere 
in which we can employ our thoughts and 
perceptions. 

en 


INCREASED PROVISION FOR THE IN- 
SANE, 


A memorial was presented from the Med- 
ical Society of the State of Pennsylvania to 
the present Legislature, setting forth the num- 
ber and condition of the insane in this Com- 
monwealth, and requesting the erection of 
a hospital for the northern and eastern coun- 
ties, and if the finances of Pennsylvania will 
permit, of a hospital for the southeastern coun- 
ties. The committee of the Society, composed 
of sich eminent physicians as JAMES Kina, 
of Pittsburgh, formerly Surgeon-General of the 
State, and others, estimate the number of the 
insane in the State at 3500, of which, 1500 
are in asylums, 500 in the alms-houses, leaving 
1500 entirely unprovided for. This approxi- 
mation is certainly understated, and an accu- 
rate census would disclose a much larger 
number of these unfortunate sufferers. 

We are glad to observe that a bill has 
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passed finally, establishing an additional State 
Insane Asylum for the Northern district, the 
entire cost not to exceed two hundred thou- 
sand dollars, one-fourth to be drawn this year. 

In New Jersey, also, a movement has been 
made for additional accommodations for the in- 
sane in the northern part of the State. The 
Legislative Committee on the Lunatic Asylum 
of that State, acting on the suggestion of the 
Superintendent, has recommended that steps 
be taken for the establishment of an additional 
institution in the northern or eastern section 
of the State, and ask an appropriation of 
$20,000 toward carrying out the otject in 
view. 


—_—— 
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Notes and Comments. 








Family Records. 

An admirable form of Family Record is about 
to be published by Dr. Joun H. Griscom, of New 
York. It is entitled, The Biographic and Photo- 
graphic Famity Recorp, arranged for recording 
in detail the Personal Incidents of each Member 
of the Family. 

The first page, besides containing the record 
of the names, birth, marriage, etc., of both hus- 
band and wife, and a space for the photographs 
of each, to be inserted at several different ages, is 
arranged for recording the name, date, and place 
of birth, and death of the parents and grand- 
parents of each, including three generations. In 
addition to which there are spaces for recording 
other incidents in the life of each. 

The remainder of the volume is appropriated 
to the records of the descendants of the first- 
named parties, an entire page being devoted to 
each, containing the name, date, and place of 
birth, with space for five photographs, at differ- 
ent ages; also for the character and period of what- 
ever diseases they may have had, and the height 
and weight at different ages, with the schools, 
occupations, and other events of their lives. An 
additional blank page for each child enables the 
parents to record whatever other incidents may 
seem desirable to be remembered. 





Rankin’s Perpetual Calendar. 

Two or three correspondents have called our 
attention to a supposed error in this work, pub- 
lished in card form and in the Daily Pocket Record 
from this office. There is no error in the Calen- 
dar. Observe the directions, which are explicit, 
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in pointing out how to find the day in January 
and February of Leap Years. There is no diffi- 
culty at all with the Calendar, except that in 
leap years the mode of finding the day for those 
two months is a little different, for which special 
directions are given. This is the most perfect 
Calendar published. 
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News and Miscellany. 








Report of “Germantown Dispensary” for 1867, 
[We have received the following report from 
Dr. Tuav. L, Leavitt, the Attending Physi- 
cian.—Ebs. | 
No. of applications for medical advice, 1086 
‘* prescriptions furnished, . - 1103 
“« patients treated at office, . . 314 
Adults, . hey ae 183 
Children, . ° . . ° p 131 
Males, ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ : 108 
Females, . . ° ° ° ° 206 
Diseases of brain, 2; thoracic cavity, 39; ali- 
mentary track, 110; generative organs, 16; skin, 
34; eye and appendages, 13; ear, 2; nervous 
system, 9; blood, 53; surgical and miscellaneous, 
32; fractures, 3; dislocations, 1. 
Results—Cured, ° . pi 280 
Relieved, . — ° 20 


Discharged, ‘ , ° 3 
Remaining under treatment, 5 
Died, : 2 


Cause of Death.—Phthisis pulmonalis—adults, 
2;—male, 1; female, 1. 

Nationality of applicants.—American, 153; 
Trish, 113; English, 42; German, 5; Scotch, 1. 

White, 305. Colored, 9. 

Three of the “out-door Physicians” have re- 
ported 180 cases attended at their homes. 

Cured, 162; relieved, 9; died, 14; remaining, 5. 





Medical College Commencements. 





Cincinnati College of Medicine and Surgery. 

The commencement exercises of this institution 
were held Friday afternoon, Feb. 21, at thre 
o'clock, at the College Building, southwest corner 
of Longworth Street and Central Avenue, the ex- 
ercises having been opened by Prof. B. S. Law- 
son. 

Prof. Harper, of Woodward College, President 
of the Board of Trustees, after making some in- 
teresting and appropriate remarks, proceeded to 
confer the degree of Doctor of Medicine on the 
following gentlemen: W. H. Clutter, Illinois ; 
R. R. Hopkins, Ohio; J. T. Cozad, Ohio; L. V, 
Welch, Illinois; J. C. Patchel, Ohio; Tobias 
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Nagle, Ohio; J. M. Carter, Indiana; J. B. Sum- 
mers, Indiana; W. T. Neivil, Ohio; W. H. King, 
Indiana. 

After the degree had been conferred, Daniel 
Vaughan, M.D., Professor of Chemistry and 
Toxicology, delivered the valedictory address. 

University of Nashville. 

At the annual commencement of the Nashville 
Medical College, recently, the degree of Doctor of 
Medicine was conferred upon eighty-five gradu- 
ates. The valedictory address was delivered by 
Dr. W. C. Bricur. 

The Pennsylvania College of Dental Surgery. 

On Saturday evening, Feb. 29, the Annual 
Commencement of the Pennsylvania College of 
Dental Surgery took place at Musical Fund Hall. 
A large audience was present, and the exercises 
were ofan interesting character. The valedictory 
address was delivered by G. T. Barxer, D. D..S., 
Professor of Dental Pathology and Therapeutics, 
and the exercises were enlivened by choice music. 
The graduates were thirty-one in number. 

The Demonstrator’s report showed there had 
been 7533 cases acted on during the session of 
1867-68. The number of patients visiting the 
clinic was 3968, and of these, operations were per- 
formed for 2759 different forms of dental disease. 
In the mechanical department 157 patients were 
supplied with artificial dentures, the whole num- 
ber of teeth mounted for patients being 2040, to 
which add 438 depositing sets, the entire number 
of teeth mounted during the session is presented 
as 2478. M.J.M. Barsrow, is the Demonstrator 
of the institution. 





—— Dr. Josern Perkins, of Castleton, Ver- 
mont, whose house was consumed by fire re- 
cently, has been presented by the citizens of 
that place with a purse of $625. 

—>——_ 
CHANGES IN THE NAVY. 


List of changes in the Medical Corps of the 
U. 8S. Navy, from February 17th to 29th, inclu- 
sive. 

Surgeon Samuel J. Jones resigned. 

Surgeon M. Bradley detached from U. 8. Ship 
Michigan, and placed on waiting orders. 

Surgeon A. B. Judson ordered to the U. 8. 
Ship Michigan. 

Surgeon J. D. Miller ordered to the U. S, Ship 
Wampanoag, and as Fleet Surgeon of the North 
Atlantic Squadron. 

Assistant Surgeon E. C. Thatcher detached 
from the Naval Academy, and placed on waiting 





orders, 
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[Notices inserted in this column gratis, and are solicited 
from all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu- 
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to the line.| 


MARRIED. 


CLark—CampsBe_i.—In Chicago, Feb. 20th, by the Rev. 
Dr. Carver, Dr, Jobn 8. Clark and Fannie, daughter of 
the late William C:mpbell. 

G.pptines—Per«ins —In Bakersfield, Vt., Feb. 11th, by 
Ber. 3. F. Wright, Dr. Wm. H. Giddings and Sarah A. 

erkins. 

Harton—WuiprLe.—Feb. 20, at the residence of the 
bride’s parents, by the Kev. Kutcherd, Dr. James M 
Harton gud Miss Mollie Whipple, all of Beaver, Beaver 
county, Pa. 

Kenprick—Byers.—Jan, 13, by Rev. Jesse Wagner, Dr. 
Henry C. Kendrick. of Lancaster, Mass., and Mrs. Susan 
A. Byres, of Ipswich, Mass. 

Martin—Perit.—In Saranac, N. Y., Feb. 13th, H. A. 
Martin, M.D., of Highgate, Vt., and Miss Lottie 8. Petit, 
of Saranac, 

PavuLpive—GereisH.—On Jan. 25th, at the residence of 
the bride’s parents, by Rev. J. W. Claxton, Dr. M. J. 
Paulding, of Daretown, N. J.. and Helen, daughter of 
Jobn C, Gerrish, Esq , of Philadelphia, 

Pertee—Davis.—Feb. 20:h, at the residence of Thos. 
Davis, Kea. Hamilton, 0., by the Kev. Wm. H. James, of 

pripvgfield. 0., Dr. Benjamin Perlee and Miss Maggie 

avis, both of Hamilton. 

WoLre—WyaGant.—In Georgetown, Ind., Feb. 23d, by 
Rev. M. V. Hanger, W. Scott Wolfe, M.D., of Elizabeth, 
Ind., and Miss Carrie A., daughter of Dr. Harvey Wy- 
gant, of Saugerties, N. Y. 


S annEnEIne Jeane 
DIED, 


Eastman.—In Chicago, Feb. 21, after a lingering ill- 
ness, Dr. Timothy Eastman, formerly of Eastmanville, 
Ottawa county, Mich., aged 7) years, 1 month, and 4 days. 

FaircLo1H.—In Chicago, Feb, 23, of pleuro. pneumonia, 
pe 8. #. Faircloth, (son-in-law of Dr. L. D. Boone,) aged 

years. 


o~<>+ 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Dr. G. M. M., of Pa.—There are many works of the 
kind you mention. Hammond on Hygiene, though not 
delivered as lectures, is an excellent work. 

Dr. R.S., of K. .—Hebra’s plates of Skin Diseases can 
be obtained trom the New Sydenham Society. We refer 

ou, for price, to Dr. R. J. Dunglison, Honorary Secre- 

Ad = sigan greet, F hpekrips gery 

r. J. J. D., of Pa.—We cannot get any copies in pam- 
phiet, of Dr. Gross’ Ther and Now. 4 “ 

yr. P. R. R., of Va.—We recommend to you Stillé on 
Epidemic Meningitis. 

Dr. W. H. A., of Tenn.—"* Would you think it proper to 
use rhigolene or ether tor local anzsthesia in an opera- 
tion for the removal of hemorrhoids or condylomatous 
tumors from the rectum with atomizing apparatus of Cod- 
man and Shurtleff, of Boston?” 

We do not think that local anesthesia would be of 
much value in such cases. Its use is very limited. 

. K., of Pa.—There is, we believe, no remedy for the 
condition you describe, and we do not consider it in the 
Jeast requiring attention. The organs of generation may 

e small, but if this is not attended with debility or other 
unpleasant symptoms, give yourself no trouble about it. 
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METEOROLOGY. 
February,| 17,| 18, | 19, | 20,| 21,| 22,| 23. 
Wind...| 8. |8.W.| 8. |S.W18. WIN. WN. 
Snow |Clear.|Clear-|Clear.|Cl’dy.|Clear.|Clear. 
Weather....4| and 
Rain. 
Depth Rain..| 4 10 
Minimum] 19° | 17° | 15° | soe ° 
inimum... eke *1° 
At 8, ‘AM edved 24 30 rt} uy 5 
At 12, M.. cose 26 46 51 48 22 13 
t 3, P. M.....| 87 47 51 51 23 7 
DR ocrenccnces 1. | 23.75] 82. | 43.501 44. | 19 8,75 
Barometer, 
At 12, M...-0' 30.1 | 30.2 130. | 30.1 ' 29.9 | 30.4 | 30.8 

















B. J. Leepom. 
* Below zero. , 





PHILADELPHIA 
SUMMER SCHOOL OF MEDICINE. 


ROBERT BOLLING, M.D. 
JAMES H. HUTCHINSON, M.D. 
H, LENOX HODGE, M.D. 
EDWARD A. SMITH, M.D. 

D. MURRAY CHESTON, M.D. 
HORACE WILLIAYS, M.D. 
GEORGE C. HARLAN, M.D. 


The Fourth Session of the Parmapecpnta Sumuer 
Scnoor or Meovictxe will begin March 1s:, 1868, and will 
continue until October, r . 

CurintcaL Instruction will be given from the first of 
March to the first of October. . 

Lectures AND Examinations will take place daily 
during April, May, June, and September. 


EX 4MINATIONS. 
ANATOMY, CHEMISTRY, Puysto.oey, 
SURGERY, Materta Menica, OsSTETRICs, 


Practice OF MEvIcINE. 

OPERATIVE AND MINOR SURGERY—Lectures, 
and Demonstrations of Bandaging and Dressing of Frac- 
tures upon the Manikin and of Surgical Anatomy and 
Operations upon the Cadaver. by H. Lexox Hones, M.D, 

ERCUSSLON AND AUSCULTATION LN DIs- 
FASKS OF THE LUNGS AND HEART.— Lectures and 
Clinical Examination of Patients, by James H. Hurcniy- 


sox, M. D. 

MICROSCOPE.—The structure of the Microscope, and 
the manner of using it, will he explained, and the micro- 
scopicsl appearance of the tissues and flu'ds in health 
and : isease will be exhibited by Horace Witttams, M.D. 

URINARY DEPOSITS AND TESTS.—Students will 
be instructetin the microscopical and chemical examina- 
tion of the Urine, and will be enabled to make themselves 
familiar with the necessary manipalations, by James H. 
Hurtcairson, M, D. 

MATERIA MEDICA.—Lectures by Rosert Boi.ina, 


.D. 
MS PSEASES OF THE EYE.—Lectures upon the Anat- 
omy, Physiology; and Diseases of the Eye, by Grorar C. 


MD 
_ DISSECTIONS AND SURGICAL OPERATIONS may 
ti h ers 0 e class. 
THE SOCIKTY OF THE MEDICAL INSTITUTE 
meets once every month. 
CLINICAL INSTRUCTION. 


Pewnsytvania HospitaL.—The advantage of attend- 
irg the Lectures, Operations, and Clinical Examinations 
at this important hospital will be secured without charge. 

Episcopat HospitaL.—Drs. Hutchinson and Smith 
will take the olags through its well-arranged wards, 80 
that by the bedside disease may be accurately studied. 

Cuitprey’s Hoserrat.—Much of a physician’s practice 
being among children, it is eseential that their various 
disorders should be seen by the student. Drs. Hodge, 
Hutchinson, and Cheston will, during the session, have 
charge of the numerous out-door and in-door patients of 
this establishment, and will offer every facilits to the class. 

Dispensary FoR Diseases or THE Heart and LUNGS 
will be conducted by Dr. Hutchinson in connection with 
his lectures. 

FEE FOR THE WHOLE COURSE, FIFTY DOLLARS. 
OR ANY PART MAY BE TAKEN SEPARATELY. 


OFFICE STUDENTS will be received by Drs. Bolling 
Hutchinson, an ode, for the whole or part of a three 
years’ course of study. beg wilt be admitted to the 
Summer School and to the Winter Examinations, an 
Clinical Inetruction will be provided fur them at the 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Episcopal, and Children’s 
fospitale. They will be given special instruction int * 

icroscope, Practical Anatomy, Percussion and Auscul- 
tation, Practical Obstetrice, Bandaging, and Operative 
Surgery. They will be enabled to examine persens wit 
diseases of the heart and lungs, to attend women in con- 
finement, and to make microscopical and chemical exam- 
inations of the urine. 


WINTER COURSE OF EXAMINATIONS will betia 
with the Lectures at the University of Pennsylvania, in 
October, and will continue till the close of the session. 
CANDIDATES FOR ADMISSION TO THE ARMY AND Baye 
and those desiring promotion to a higher grade, may 





private instruction. , “ene 
Fee for Office Students (one year), . 
Fee for one Course of Examinations, $30. 


Roo . t Street. 
pd nn yy Som cal Hoe College Avenue. 
Soa Wate nigel Waa! Be 
. . in 
574— corner "Philadelphia. 
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